e _ = =

S

i

{

LINCOLN COUNTY LEADER

————
'CHAB. F. 8 ADA K, SOULE, Pubs

The only people who have ull they
want don't want much,

Men who never swear would prob-
ably be unwilling to bave all their
thoughts written out.

The bank clerk who beging by living
beyond his means generally ends by
living behind the bars,

Many a fellow who was exclted dur-
ing the election now finds a thrill in
looking after the ravages of the codlin
moth,

Mark Twain forgot, a few evenings
ago, that he was lnvited ont to dinner.
Most authors, unhapplly, have strong
reasons for vividly remembering such
egagements,

The venernable Bishop Wheeler has
glzed up the BEmpress Dowager correct-
ly, no doubt, when he says that she "is
A woman of marvelous abllity, without
principle, and a perfect Jezebel,”

American firms are golng to bulld
five great battleships for Russin. We
might exult more over this matter if
It were not for the fact that Germany
was  tlekled when Krupp got his big
Coulracts lor furnishing arms to China.

If that poet who compliments his
straw-halred wife by saying that all
angels are blondes should ever go home
with a black or brown halr on his
shoulder he might s@gmble on to the
discovery that all blondes are not an-

gels.

Since the death of Jay Gould the
total of the family fortune has grown
from §G5,000,000 to $100,000,000. In
view of these figures, the four-million-
dollar Investment of poor, lttle Anna
does not seem such a frightful extrava-
gance,

Could there be a finer tribute to the
American soldier than the rollowing
words of an English observer in Ohina ?
He pays that they “have distingulsh-
ed themselves not only o the face of
the enemy, but equally so agalnst the
temptations that exist In a city like
Pekin under exlsting conditions,”

The Prince of Wales wears his trous-
ers without n crease. This will be bad
news for the tallors and good news for
people who have for years been haunt-
ed by fears of baggy trousers. How-
ever, as one tallor says, “we can have
creases In our trousers without the con-
sent of any other nation” If we waunt
to.

sued a physiclan because he changed
her complexion from that of a blonde
to a brunette really ought to have a
little patlence. The brunette will be
in fashlon agaln before long, and then
ghe will be glad of the change, But
woman always was an lmpulsive crea-
ture.

A New York bank clerk rises to pro-
test that “If Diogenecs were living to-
day, he ecould find the man he was
looking for right In any bank in the
country, yes, and not only one, but
any number of the specimen for which
he searched In valn"—and he is proba-
bly correct. All honor to the honest
men o our financial Institutions on
whom dishonest men occaslonally bring
undeserved dishonor!

The Sons of the Ameriean Revolu-
tion in Hawall recently offered a prize
for the best orntlon, written and dellv-
ered In Engllsh, upon a speclfied his-
orie theme, The competition was open
to every hoy In the islands. Was It the
son of a Bon, a natlve Hawallan, a
clever Japanese, a Portugnese of an-
clent lineage who, at tint cosmopolitan
crossronds of the Pacifle, won the cov-
eted prize? No, It was a full-blooded
son of that China which Is now the po-
ltieal problem of the world,

Government by syndieate 1s repudiat-
ed In Newfoundland. A shrewd specn-
lator succeeded a year or two ago In
getting many of the functlons of the
colonlal government farmed out to him.

« This year he planned to get fuller con-

D —— “wpl of the Leglslature and complote
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the process of turning the colony Into
A stock company.,  The people have,
however, defeated him overwhelmingly
and W retaln what little self-govern-
mefit 4 left to them, If Indeed they
do not resume possesslon of much that
he has altendy taken.

You may talc nbout your cooking
echools and your <hafing dishes all you
like. But when yén have walked fif-
teen wlles with dog and gun In the
wake of qualls and comy at sundown
to n big farm house where “the missus"
fries a plece of ham the slze of & ghin-
gle, with fresh eggs lust brown enough
and provides light biatuits, made from
Jug yeast, and apple butter and cow
butter and bolled potatoes and that
ham gravy, and ca¥ee strong enough
to bounce an fron Wwedge, and dill

pickles and pumpkin ple—why, what's
the use of cooking schools?

This is a witty nage.
tends Lo brevity. A few yeurs ago the
short-story movement began. Then
public speakers learned that the longer
thelv “splels” the shorter their inifu-
ence, They began to run the blue pen-
cil through thelr most swelling
thought and trim the edges of their
rhetorie. Now an orator who holds his
dudience more than an hour Is rarely
heard, preacliers who go beyond twenty
minutes being voted bores. Who now
will vead a six-volume novel? The
Bookman says that the modern novel
seldom contuins more than 70,000
words, and 40,000 is better. At the
same time sentences tend to shorten.
Hooker's average sentence contained
41 words, Macaunlay brought it down to
22 and Emerson to 20. Probably the
average in current penwork is less than
20, Cut it short. By any by we shall
talk In monosyllables, grunts or gasps.
We have no time to accumulate words
in sequence. Why use two words when
one will serve the turn? And why
waste & word when a look will suffice?

Everything

money o it.

Though Blias Howe bad only forty-
seven lnstead of fifty-three votes, and
so falls of Immediate access to the
Hall of Fame, there can be no doubt
that his great Invention should be a sat-
Isfactory card of admission. The same
I8 true not only of Morse and Whitney,
the suceesslul candidates, but also of
Fulton and McCormick, If the world
had not been blessed by the discoveries
of such of these men Its development
would bhave been seriously retarded.
Morse destroyed distance, and aslde
from his service to mankind In general
he performed an fnvaluable service for
his own country. Without the telegraph
a republic covering a continent would
have been Imposgible. Whitney made
the business of the Southern Stutes,
MeCormick made the United Stateg the
world's granary, and Fulton's genius
ghines In those great ocean currlers
whiech have revolutionized the com-
merce of the world. It Is difficult to
pass upon the relative merits of such
worlk, but, vital as it all {5 to homan
progress, Howe ls not outelassed in the
competition. Probably the women's
vote would be unanimous In his favor,
for he has lightened the labor of wom-

employment a hundred fold In others.
If to-day the sewing machine Is a com-
monplace adjunct of every household,
it 18 not so long since it was regarded
ns a boon of the first magnitude, Many
o woman subjected herself to dally sie-
riflees for weeks and months that she
might purchase one from her scanty
savings., When the price was high even
the little hand wmachine was gladly wel-
comed, and there was always the reso-
lution to go on from the substitute to
the real thing. But this domestic phase
of the guestion Is only one of its many
ldes. The principle has been applied
on the larger scale of enormous wenlth-
producing industries of varlous sorts
until now the world would be at a loss
without It. Business aggregating mill-
loms yearly, business which diffuses
comforts among a countless multitude,
would never have been developed, and
Hfe would be much harder than It Is
had not Howe persevered in spite of
privations and discouragments and tri-
umphed over the race of skeptics which
always distrusts the gifts of genius,

A Perplexed Celestial,

There Is a young Chinaman in town
who Is studylng medielne, and the
storles he has to tell about his experi-
ences are often well worth hearing,

Durlng the heated days of Inst Au-
gust he eame home one afternoon look-
ing decldedly disgusted.

*These Amerlean givls—they are 80
funny,” he sald with a despairing little
gesture, “One come to me this morn-
ing. 8She had a very bad sun-burned
neck and ghoulders, and she wanted It
treated, I say:

* “You get this out bathing?

“She say:

" ‘No—I get It wearlng lace yoke.”

“I turn away. She say;

“*What you prescribe?

“1 say:

**Cloth yoke," and go away from her,
Bhe looked offended, but 1 do not sce
why., What else could I say? But
these American girls are very foolish,”
and the clever young celestial shook his
head In despalr of ever understanding
the vagaries of girls who erlticlsed
pinched feet, and went around the
streets with thelr shoulders practically
bhare,

Bneeczo Wood.
Among s many pecullarlties South
Afriea Includes the “sueezcewood™ tree,
which takes Its name from the fact that
one cannbot cut It with a saw without
sneezing, as the fine dust has exactly
the effect of snuff. Even In planing
the wood It will sometimes canse
sneezing, No Inseet, worm, or bar
nacle, will toueh Iy it Is very bitter to
the taste, and its specific gravity Is
heavier than water. The color Is Hght !
brown, the grain very close and hard; !
it 1&g a nlee-looking wood, and takes a |
good pollgh. For dock work, plers, or |
Jettles, It Is n useful thnber, lasting a

We haven't time to talk. There is no |

an 4 hundred fold In some directions |
and increased thelr opportunities for |

A factory for liquid air is being erect-
ed at Los Angeles, Cal, for refriger-
|ating purposes.
| Careful experiments by Monsleur

Brunhes, in France, indicate that the
| X-rays have a definite veloclty which
{15 of the same order as the veloclty of

light.

There are 120 firms in Germany en-
gaged In the acetylene Industry., Most
|of the burners are made at Nuremberg.
I'I‘here are no fewer than twenty-six
|small towns In Germany lighted by
|acutylcue gas, The first plant of this
kind for lighting small towns In Ger-
‘nmny was erected at Hassfurt, a town
of 2,600 Inhabitants,

In England a lamp-post has been in-
{troduced which combines a fire hy-
«drant, tap and fire-alarm box. The hy-
drant can be used for fire purposes, fill-
lng water carts and for street fiushing,
while the small tap can be used by an
Individual for domestie water supply.
There 1s a water meter and siphon at
the bottom, by which the water Is shut
off from the hydrant, thus preventing it
from freezing,

According to a report published by
the Home Office In London showing the
| mineral productions of the world for
the last year, the United States easily
lends all Its rlvals in this form of
wenlth. Great Britaln ranks second,
but far behind the leader, the total
product of the United States having
been about $720,000,000, while that of
Great Britaln was $400,000,000. Ger-
many stands third, with nearly $2060,-
000,000,

Lord Rayleigh, in discussing our abil-
Ity to tell the direction from which
sound proceeds, calls attention to an In-
teresting difference between the eyes
and ears with regard to the size of the
waves that strike them, The average
wave length of light Is about one ten-
thousandth of the dlameter of the pupil
| of the eye. On the other hand, “the
waves of sound issulng from a man's
mouth," says Lord Rayleigh, “are
about eight feet long, whereas the di-
ameter of the passage of the ear Is
quite small and could not well have
been made a large multiple of elght
feet.,” One consequence of the minute-
ness of light waves in comparison with
the size of the eyes Is that the lenses
of the eyes are able to concentrate rays
| of light upon the retina with great efi-
| elency.

Prof. John Trowbrldge has recently
had installed at Harvard University the
most powerful apparatus In the world
for the production of electro-motive
force, The plant comprises 20,000 stor-
age cells giving 40,000 electrieal units
of pressuve, and this can be Increased
to 3,000,000 volis, But in order to ob-
taln the full effect of so enormous a
pressure, Professor Trowbrldge says it
| would be necessary to remove the ap-
pariatus luto the center of an open fleld
and elevate It at least thirty feet from
the ground In order to avold loss from
the Inductive actlon of floors and walls.
With this great battery the highest de-
gree of Instantaneous temperature yet
aftained can be produced. Professor
Trowbridge hopes with Itg ald to ob-
tnin some clew to the temperature at
which hydrogen exlsts In the stara.
This plant furnishes, he adds, an ideal
method of producing the X-rays.

WAYS OF THE OLDEN TIME.,

Regnlations that Were Once in Vogue
at Funerals and Churches.

Diving into the old records of one of

| the most charming citles of our com-

monwesnlth, Northampton, we find

[ much of deep interest as reveallng cus-
toms and habits of elden times, No fire

| was found o “the meeting-house” in

[ olden time, and comparatively recently

foot stoves were carrled to church, as

were tallow candles to the evening
| meetings, In 1787 the Important vital
question at a legal town meeting was,

“8hall men and their wives be seated

together in pews?' and the vote was

| an emphatie “No!"

‘ In 1744, nbout the beginning of Jona-
than Edwards' trouble in the parish, It
was voted not “to pay the charge of

!hriuglng his daughters from Brook-
fleld.” In 1738 thig appears on the town

| records: “Taking Into consideration the

| difficulty Mr. Edwards bhath Iabored
| under this year and some time past
| with respect to his firewood, the town
voted that those persons who have not
this year brought him a load of wood
| might haveliberty between this time and
| next Tuesday night to bring each one his
| load of wood.”" 1f there was not a suf-
flelency of wood by that thme, the town
then voted, the selectmen shall see that
| the deficlency should be met at the cost
of the town,
Later, In 1738, we find In the warrant
| for town meeting this entry: “To pro-

| enure firewood for Rev, Mr. Willlams, to
| choose a committee to seat the meeting-

house.” A most serious business to de-
cide, who should take preference In the
broad alsles: The “nigger pew,” well
remembered by the writer, cansed no
trouble to sald officer, as that was read-
1y accepted by the “colored brethren,”
like cows In the stable, who went dutl-

long tiwe under water, | fully to thelr separate stalls,

Not only the living had special rules l

governing their conduet, but the rules
about the dead were very quaint, as by
this report of a committee, May 11,
1780, to whom had been referred thel
conduct of funerals, as follows:

Whereas, It Is the opinfon of this
town that funerals ought to be con- |
ducted with great decency and decorum |
in order to Impress on rising and risen |
generntions - the Importance of the
awful solemnity, and to render the
house of mourning better than the,
house of feasting, Be it therefore rec- |
ommended to all the inhabitants of this
town to observe the following regula-
tions at funerals:

1. That the relatives of the deceased
follow next | .e corpse, two and two.

2. If the deceased was a male per-
son the males are to follow next the
mourners, two and two, and the wom-
en after them, two and two; but If the
deceased was a woman, then the wom-
en are to follow next the mourners and
the men after them.

3. Thoee on horseback are to follow
in after the foot folks, hores two and
two, and the carriages are to follow In
the rear of the procession. And it is
requested that no person walk or ride
on either side the procession from the
house to the grave.

Ten of the prominent men of the city
were appointed and requested to attend
at funerals and to regulate the proces-
sion thus recommended until the same
shall become habitual to the people. In
1745 the question was raised in the an-
nual town mesting “if the town would
be at the expense of coloring the meet-
Ing house, and it passed In the nega-
tive!” Evidently they thought that
nature would do It without expense.
Not till 1740 were the forts and fortifi-
catlons of the town demolished and the |
timber and boards sold for the benefit
of the town. Laws were passed rela-
tive to the schooling of boys and the
amount of wood they should bring to
the schoolhouse; girls were of no ac-
count in those days.

GREAT BRITAIN'S ELECTORATE.

It Has Increased Nearly Eevenfold
During Victoria's Relgn

When the gqueen came to the throne
there were less than a million electors
out of a population of more than twen-
ty-five millions. That Is as much to
say that only 14 In every 100 adult
males were possessed of the franchise,
And yet five years had passed since the
great reform bill had been placed upon
the statute book after an epoch-mak-
Ing battle. To-day nearly 70 per cent
of the adult males in the United King-
dom possess the franchise, The in-
erease In population, added to the in-
crease In the percentage of representa-
tion, has, however, given us an electo-
rate of about six and three-quarter
millions, :

It Is as well to note that during this
extraordinary development of the elec-
torate the elected representatives of
the people have searcely increased In
number by a score. In 1801, at the
union of the British and Irish parlia-
ments, there were 658 members of the
House of Commons, Disfranchisements
and suspensions of writs reduced the
number in actual practice to 640, round
about which figure it remained till Mp,
Gladstone In 1885 ralsed it to 670, the
present total of the house, '

It Is quite probable, therefore, that,
should the much-discussed “manhood
suffrage” ever come Into operation in
this country, i will not add a single
member to the distinguished gathering
at 8t. Stephen's. Nor, as a matter of
fact, will it add to the electorate itself
a8 a large proportion as has been added
in the last thirty-three years. For In
that thme 50 per cent has heen added
to the rate of adnlt male representa-
tlon. A mere 30 per cent more would
glve every man over 21 a vote—If he
cared to use lt.—London Express.

Finger Nails and Gentility,

In China long finger nalls are n mark |
of gentility. They are an Indeation
that their possessor s a man of lelsure.
When they are excessively long, ap-
proaching the dignity of talons, as they
sometimes do, they Indicate that the |
gentleman—or lady—attached to them |
has passed the mere gentility line, and
has become a full-fledged aristocrat. In
Annam, where the finger-nall habit has
persisted for hundreds and perbaps
thousands of years, these slgns-manual
of extreme gentility sometimes attain
by eareful cultivation the length of six
or eight Inches, and instances are on
record where a length of sixteen and |
even eighteen inches has been attalned. |

This  custom prevalls  generally
thronghout what I8 known as Indo-
China, which Includes 8iam, Burmah,
Cambodla, Laos, and the Shan states, |
ete, It I& also common throughout the |
Chinese BEmplre, more especlally In the
southern provinees. |

It is sald that some of the Annamess
noblemen never have their nalls cut
from the time of birth., In such cases, |
of course. the poor crentures are prace |
tieally helpless, and have to rely on ser. I
vants entirely for assistance In the dls- |
charge of the most common offices, be- |
Ing unable to either clothe or feed .
themnelvu.-—!lru: York Sun. l

If you avold making predictions, you
will often avél] making yourself ridle-

ulous,

There Is such a tR/VE as over cautlon
that exeltes susplelgh:

, them up again, and by making a long

THE FREAKISH RIO GRANDE. t‘v

Two Illustrations in One Day of the
Queer Things It Can De.

“To give you some Idea of what sort
of river the Rio Grande is, I'll tell an
experience I had in getting across It
with a derrick,” said a mining man
from New Mexico, *“If after that you
don't agree with me that it is a freak-
Ish river you're easy to suit. 1 was a
contractor In rock work in those days,
and was taking my derrick from the
gast side of the river to the Magdalenas,
where I had a contract to sink a mine
shaft. The derrick was on, four wagon
wheels, and four mules were hauling It.
I had my two helpers along, and one of
them, a man named McCartney, drove
the mules, He was an old-timer, which
was lueky, for 1 was new to the coun-
try, and if I bad trusted to my own
Judgment T might have made a mistake
that would have cost me my wules and
derrick, If not my life.

“We came to the Rlo Grande an hour
before sundown, and 1 saw a wide
river hed, but no water, only dry sand,
from one bank to the other. That was
f new kind of river to me, but MeCart-

f g —
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ney sald 1t was all right; that It was a ‘
way the IRtio Grande had of deing in I

places for five or six months in the year.

The water was there, only It was flow- 2 ’

ing through the sands under the chan-

nel instead of In it. 1, being a tender-

foot, was for camping on the nearer i

bank where the grass was good, but

MceCartney said that would never do

unless I was willing to take my channros

of staying there a week or two; that

water sometimes came down theschan-

nel, a good deal of it. and it womrdd be

well to get across while we were sure

we could. |
“We started across over the dry ,

sands, and I was thinking what an easy . :

way it was of fording a river when of

i sudden the two lead mules were floun-

dering in a quicksand and the whole '

outfit came near being drawn in. We ‘

got the two leaders clear of the harness

and then the other two mules drew -

them out, one at a time. We hitched

L

clrenlt got past the quicksand and to
the other bank. By that time It was 10
o'clock and the moon had just rlsen.
The mules had just begun to climb the
bank, when we heard a roaring nolse
up the channnel. It came from a wall
of water that stretched from bank to
bank, and was traveling toward us
fast. It looked in the moonlight to be
four feet high, and there was higher
water behind sending it on, We didn't
need to holler to the mules. They heard
whint was coming and clawed up the
bank like eats. We got out all right,
derrick and all—and there were not
three minutes to spare. Before we Lid
finizhed our supper the river bed was :
full, bank high, with a current that |
eddled and roared as it rushed past our i
camping place as If it had been sorry E.

to miss us and would llke to get up
where we were. There wasn't a cloud
In the sky, or sign of raln anywhere,
and the flood may have come from a
clondburst in Colorado 200 miles away.
But it came near getting us, 1 had
learned one lesson, and that was, in
traveling by wagon, always to enmp
on the further side of a stream. And I
hnd learned to put no trust in the Rlo
Grande."”

DETACHED BY THE TOE.

Automatic Device by Which Bkates
Are Ens'ly Hemoved.

Edwin R, Knapp, of Red Bank, N. J.,
has patented & very handy and simple
arrangement for adjusting the skates
on the feet and removing them auto-
matically., As wlill be seen by a glance
at the accompanying pleture, the foot
plate Is pivoted to the toe of the skate,
with n locking spring catch at the heel.
The skate 18 also provided with the us-
ual clamps, which are in this case oper-
ated by the movement of the foot plate
in conjunction with the runner, the op-
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AUTOMATIC DETACHING DEVICH,

ernting lever belng attached to the ran- 4
ner In proximity to the plvot pin of the »
foot plate. in order that the action of
tilting the plate in elther direction will
open or close the clamps. To place thé
skates on the feet when the clamps
are once properly adjusted the foot X
plate Is fitted to the shoe and the skater
then rests his weight on the runner,
which causes the spring eatch to em-
gage the plate and lock It securely, To
detach the skate the toe of the shoe Is

pressed against the cateh and the foot |
Is lifted, which tits the foot plate and '
loosens the clamps, 5

A little man living In town occaslon-
ally marries 1 woman who s small,
but u little man in the country always
marries a tall woman,

A letter from a relative s more apt
to contain advice than money.
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